[Etiopathogenesis of chronic nutritional pancreatitis].
The most current form of chronic pancreatitis, i.e. chronic calcifying pancreatitis, is often related to nutritional causes. This disease is characterized by formation within the pancreatic ducts and the lumina of accini of precipitates and calculi composed of calcium carbonate and of a newly discovered protein, the pancreatic stone protein (PSP). The formation of precipitates depends on two mechanisms: (1) a non etiological disorder reducing the secretion of PSP. This small phosphoglycoprotein is a calcium stabilizer which prevents the crystallization of calcium carbonate in a super saturated solution such as pancreatic juice, (2) modifications of the pancreatic juice related to the cause of the disease. In Occidental countries the main etiological factor is alcohol consumption associated with protein-and-fat-rich or fat-poor diets. Like hypercalcaemia, another cause of the disease, a chronic consumption of alcohol increases the pancreatic secretion of secretory proteins (enzymes) via its action on the cholinergic nerves. In some tropical countries, chronic pancreatitis is observed in children and associated to malnutrition. However, according to recent studies neither kwashiorkor nor manioc consumption seem to be responsible for the occurrence of this disease.